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The Transition from Grade 8 to Grade 9



Academic Courses (D)
e.g. ENG1D1 is Grade 9 Academic English

• Geared to students currently achieving 70% or higher in 
specific subject area

• Greater emphasis on THEORY as a basis for future learning

• Learning is student-centred (student is expected to be an 
independent, self-motivated learner)

• Pacing is fast (new concepts presented daily)

• Workload is demanding (requires daily homework 
completion)



Applied Courses (P)
e.g. ENG1P1 is Grade 9 Applied English

• Geared to students currently achieving under 70% in specific 
subject area

• Emphasis is on PRACTICAL and hands-on application of learned 
concepts

• Learning is teacher-centred (teacher will guide students in 
their learning)

• Requires regular attendance and some individual and focused 
work

• Workload is moderate (some homework is required)



Locally Developed Courses (L)
e.g. ENG1L1 is Grade 9 Locally Developed English

• For students working below grade level
 Low level 1 or less than 50% coming from grade 8

• Offered in English, Math, and Science

• Lead to the workplace stream in grade 11 and 12

• Can be used to effectively bridge the gap that may exist 
between grade 8 and the grade 9 applied programs



Choosing the Right Level for English



Grade 9 English Course Levels

Grade Nine Applied English (ENG 1P1) Grade Nine Academic (ENG 1D1)

 Intended for students interested in attending college 

(diploma programs) pursuing apprentice programs, or 

the workplace directly from high school

 Intended for students interested in pursuing 

university directly from high school

Reading Reading

 Less independent readers (ability, attitude)

 Core works are read entirely in class; discussions ensues 

during reading that direct understanding and enables all 

students to gain insights whether or not they are able to 

do so on their own

 Mature independent readers

 Core works are challenging; read independently 

and analysed thoroughly in class 

 Expectations involve accurate and well-

supported inferences about the text

Writing Writing

 Focuses on a the development of a series of paragraphs 

(partially in preparation for OSSLT in grade 10 which they 

much pass in order to graduate)

 Involves the use of quotations to support ideas

 Includes use of formal writing and proper MLA 

conventions

 Involves considerable class time devoted to preparation 

of written submissions under teacher supervision

 Focuses on the essay (foundation for academic 

courses throughout secondary school)

 Topics emphasize literary analysis—test insight 

into texts and ability to organise in a five 

paragraph essay

 Implementation of formal writing and MLA 

conventions



Grade 9 English Course Levels

Grade Nine  Applied English (ENG 1P1) Grade Nine Academic English (ENG 1D1)

Homework Homework

 Class time is devoted to beginning (and perhaps 

completing) work

 Any incomplete work is done for homework

 Homework is given daily – good work and study 

habits are essential for success

Texts Texts

 Flipped, Sketches, And Then There Were None 

 Short pieces – fiction and non-fiction

 To Kill a Mockingbird, The Merchant of Venice

 Short pieces – fiction and non-fiction

 Additional independently studied novel

Grade 9 Locally Developed English (ENG 1L)

•available for students working below grade level in English.  Intensive and individualized program which helps 
some students eventually enrol in the applied level but also allows for completion of high school.



Applied/Academic Course Changes in 
Grade 10

Grade 9 Applied Grade 9 Academic

Grade 10 Applied Grade 10 Academic

Summer school 

course

(4 weeks in July)



LE FRANÇAIS AU NIVEAU 

SECONDAIRE
FSF1P OU FSF1D



LES ATTENTES 





LE PRATIQUE



LE TRAVAIL



LES QUALITÉS NÉCESSAIRES

1P - Applied 1D - Academic

- needs repetition - works better independently

- needs review
- is bored by repetitious 
assignments/homework

- needs visual reinforcement
- grasps new ideas without much 

reinforcement

- needs structure in homework 
and assignments

- prefers open-ended 
assignments


