
Apprenticeship – What is it? 
 
An apprenticeship is post-secondary education, like college and university, and a 
pathway to a rewarding career in the skilled trades. As an apprentice, you take classes 
and learn your trade by working under the direction of experienced workers and get paid 
while you do it. 
 
Watch this video from the Canadian Apprenticeship Forum to learn what an 
apprenticeship is and how to set yourself up in high school to succeed. 
https://youtu.be/okIB65YlwaM 
 
How can high school students prepare for success in obtaining an apprenticeship? 
 Take math in each year of high school. See skilled trade programs at 

ontariocolleges.ca for a good indication of math requirements for different trades. 
Additionally, speak to your HCDSB high school Guidance Counsellor who will share an 
Apprenticeship Guide that lists prerequisite courses. 

 Students are encouraged to take sciences throughout high school. For example, 
physics is required for electricians who want to join many Electrical unions. Certain 
Grade 11 and/or 12 sciences, or a technology course are required to join the 
Canadian Union of Skilled Workers.  

 Take Cooperative Education in Grade 11 and/or Grade 12 so that you can participate 
in the Ontario Youth Apprenticeship Program (OYAP). 

 Get your driver’s license. 
 Take safety courses, such as first aid.  

Safety training courses are offered through the OYAP program for certain trades. 
 Prove you can work on a team by playing sports, having a part-time job, etc. 
 Demonstrate responsibility – attend school regularly, be on time, volunteer. 
 
Follow the Path 
Once you get on the apprenticeship pathway, you will spend about 85% of the time 
learning by working on the job 
and the rest of time is in a 
classroom at an approved 
community college or training 
delivery agent (TDA). 
 
Apprenticeship training costs 
a fraction of a traditional 
college program. It’s an 
amazing way to get an 
education without going into 
debt.  
 
  

Example of a typical 
apprenticeship 

In-school training 
block – typically 8 

weeks.  
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There are 144 trades in Ontario over 4 different sectors 
Of those trades 23 are compulsory – meaning you must be a journeyperson or an 
apprentice to perform work in that profession. There are 57 Red Seal Trades – you can 
work in any province in Canada if you have your Red Seal. 

 
See details about all 144 Skilled Trades at Skilled Trades Ontario 
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/about-trades/trades-information/ 
 
Research  
https://www.ontario.ca/page/apprenticeship-ontario 
https://www.apprenticesearch.com/ 
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/about-trades/trades-information/ 
https://www.oyappajo.com/ (DO NOT USE OYAP.CA) 
 
Skills are in demand. Seize the opportunity! 
According to Statistics Canada and the Canadian Apprenticeship Forum, Canada needs 
more than 160,000 apprentices in the next 5 years. There are more people retiring from 
the workforce than entering it! 
 
More questions? 
Chat with an agent at Employment Ontario 
https://www.ontario.ca/page/employment-ontario-live-chat 
  


