
For more information on the Specialist High 
Skills Major Business program, contact your 
school guidance counsellor, SHSM board 
lead or visit Ontario.ca/SHSM

BUSINESS

CAreers in Business
• Business development 

o�  cers and marketing 
researchers and 
consultants

• Economists and economic 
policy researchers and 
analysts 

• Executive assistants 

• Financial and investment 
analysts

• Financial auditors and 
accountants 

• Human resources 
professionals 

• Mathematicians, 
statisticians, and 
actuaries 

• Securities agents, 
investment dealers, and 
brokers 

• Social policy researchers, 
consultants, and program 
o�  cers

• Accounting technicians, 
bookkeepers and clerks

• Administrative assistants 
and o�  cers

• Assessors, valuators, and 
appraisers 

• Banking, insurance, and 
other fi nancial clerks

• Conference and event 
planners 

• Court o�  cers and justices 
of the peace 

• Human resources and 
recruitment o�  cers 

• Insurance adjusters and 
claims examiners 

• Purchasing agents and 
o�  cers 

• Retail and wholesale 
buyers 

• Supervisors, supply 
chain, tracking, and 
scheduling co-ordination 
occupations

• Retail salespersons, 
storekeepers and parts 
persons 

• Customs, ship, and other 
brokers 

• Mail, postal, and related 
workers

• Payroll administrators 

• Real estate agents and 
salespersons 
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Sector Overview 

The Business sector offers opportunities 
in fi nance, marketing, retail, real estate, 
human resources, management and 
budget-related careers in the other 
sectors of our economy. Students who 
are interested in exploring their options 
related to business can take the Specialist 
High Skills Major program to engage in 
learning and experiences that will be an 
asset for a future in business.

•  Engage with entrepreneurs and other business professionals

•   Participate in business competitions, such as the University Stock Market 
Competition, Python’s Pit, Ontario Business Educators’ Association contests 
and DECA (Developing Excellence Celebrating Achievement) competitions 

•  Visit postsecondary institutions, such as various colleges and universities 
throughout Ontario 

•  Take part in real-world business simulations, complete a business-related 
internship and earn certifi cations relevant in the business world 

•  Develop problem-solving, teamwork, management and leadership skills in a 
business setting

Students in the Business Specialist High Skills Major program will:

The bundle includes:

•   4 “major” credits in Business in grade 11 and 12, such 
as Marketing, Economics, Entrepreneurship, Canadian 
and International Law, Financial Accounting, Business 
Leadership, International Business and Small Business 
Management

•   Supporting credits:
>   1 Grade 12 English credit (and a Grade 11 English 

credit for students in the workplace pathway)

 >  1 Grade 11 and 1 Grade 12 math credit (Grade 11 only 
for students in the workplace pathway)

 >  2 Cooperative Education credits to experience life 
in the Business sector

Achievements in the Program

•   Certifi cations and Awareness Training:
Students complete selected sector-

recognized certifi cations related to the 

major

•   Experiential Learning Opportunities:
 >   Have the opportunity to job-

shadow industry professionals

 >   Complete 2 Cooperative Education 

credits and get work experience in 

the Business sector

 >   See guest speakers, go on fi eld trips 

to explore careers in Business

•   Gain a Sector Partnered Experiences
(SPE) component that includes one 

of the following options: Innovation 

Creativity and Entrepreneurship (ICE) 

training; sector-delivered coding; or, 

sector-delivered mathematical literacy. 

The SPE will require a 6 hour activity, 

delivered with a sector partner and 

have an experiential and an assessment 

component

•   Reach Ahead Experiences: Explore 

the fi eld and postsecondary education 

opportunities in the Business sector

•   Completing the SHSM program 

prepares students for their pathway to 

apprenticeship, college, university or work

Course Package

Each SHSM program offers 
students a bundle of 8 - 10 credits. 
These courses are regular Ontario 
secondary school courses that allow 
students to work towards their 
Ontario Secondary School Diploma, 
but have been bundled as the most 
relevant courses to prepare students 
for a future in the Business sector.

Two credits in this bundle include 
Cooperative Education where 
students pursue a work placement 
in a fi eld of interest.

Course Package

Each SHSM program offers 

Credits

The Experience
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