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Education & Career Life Planning

What are my 

opportunities?

Who do I want to 

become?

Who am I?
What is my plan for 

achieving my goals?

*Course Selections are an important time to make sure you have all credits necessary to graduate and earn your 

Ontario Secondary School Diploma (OSSD)



What you Need to Know

(50% to earn a credit)
❑ Graduation Requirements (OSSD)

❑ Grade 12 Courses 

❑ Pathways & Specialty Programs

❑ Post Secondary Pathways

❑ Course Selection (MyBlueprint)

❑ Key Dates and Next Steps



What do I need to Graduate?



Ontario Secondary School Diploma (OSSD)

(50% to earn a credit)
30 credits total - 18 compulsory and 12 elective credits 

40 hours of community involvement

Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test (OSSLT)

2 online learning credits (or opt-out form)

Requirements:



Secondary Diploma Requirements
Compulsory Credits (18)
• 4 credits in English (1 credit per grade)

• 3 credits in mathematics (Grade 9, Grade 10 & Grade 11)

• 2 credits in science

• 1 credit in Canadian history (Grade 10)

• 1 credit in Canadian geography (Grade 9)

• 1 credit in the arts

• 1 credit in health and physical education

• 1 credit in French as a second language

• 0.5 credit in career studies

• 0.5 credit in civics and citizenship

• 1 credit from Group 1

• 1 credit from Group 2

• 1 credit from Group 3

Optional credits (12)

You must earn 12 optional credits by successfully 

completing courses from your school’s program and 

course calendar.



❑ 40 hours required to earn an OSSD

❑ Hours can be completed in Grades 9-12

❑ Submit only once all 40 hours are complete 
▪ Only 40 hours are submitted to Student Services        

❑ Any hours beyond 40 should be tracked by students

(Helpful for some post-secondary supplementary applications, scholarships, and bursaries)

❑ Submitting Hours:

▪ At Holy Trinity: a Volunteer Form with a teacher signature. (Forms available on Guidance D2L 

or HT website).

▪ Outside Holy Trinity – submit a signed letter from the organization with contact information 

(See Guidance D2L/Website for letter requirements)

Community Involvement Hours:



❑ Written in Grade 10 

❑ If you passed: requirement is complete 

❑ If you were not successful:
▪ Complete the Ontario Literacy Course (OLC4O)

▪ Choose this for next school year or plan to take it in Summer School or Night School

❑ Passing either OSSLT or successful completing the OLC4O 

fulfills the graduation literacy requirement

Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test:



❑ Students are required to complete two e-Learning

courses to graduate

❑ Students may opt out of the e-Learning requirement: 
▪ Select the opt-out option in myBlueprint during Grade 12 course selection

▪ Or complete the e-Learning opt-out form

❑ Graduation will NOT be affected if a student chooses to 

opt out

E-Learning Requirement



Grade 



Grade 12 Courses
Grade 12 Students must select Minimum 6 courses (3 courses each semester)

2 Compulsory courses: 
English    Religion 

(ENG4U1 or ENG4C1 or ENG4E1)           (HRE4M1 or HRE4O1 or HSE4M1)

4-6 elective courses: 
When choosing electives: 

• What is your destination after graduation? 

• What prerequisites do you need for grade 12 courses? 

• Do you have all your compulsory credits? 

Art      Phys. Ed     Group 1 Group 2    Group 3



Grade 12 Workload Scenarios

❑ Grade 12 students take at least 6 courses (minimum 3 each semester)

❑ If you finish Grade 11 with 24+ credits, you may have 1–2 spares

❑ Think carefully about spares:
▪ Will you use the time wisely?

▪ Spares can be helpful for extra study, work, or exploring interests

❑ Tip for course selection:
▪ Select 8 courses when submitting your choices

▪ If you later decide not to take a course, it’s easier to drop it than to add a 

new one



34 Credit Threshold

❑ Students need 30 credits to graduate

❑ Most students earn these in 4 years (9-12)

❑ After 4 years, students can earn up to a maximum of 

34 credits total

(If needed, you may earn up to 34 credits within five years).

The 34-credit limit does NOT apply if:

▪ You are in your first four years of high school

▪ You have an Individual Education Plan (IEP)

▪ You are taking ESL courses



Pathways



Course Types
• The 4th character of a course code denotes the year in which the 

course is offered.

• The 5th character of the course code tells you the level of the course.



Academic Planner

(50% to earn a credit)

Course GRADE 9 GRADE 10 GRADE 11 GRADE 12

1 Religion Religion Religion Religion

2 English English English English

3 Math Math Math Elective

4 Science Science Elective Elective

5 Geography History Elective Elective

6 French Civics/Careers Elective Elective

7 Elective Elective Elective Elective/Spare

8 Elective Elective Elective Elective/Spare

Year Total: 8 8 8 6-8

Grand Total: 8 16 24 30-32

*Students 
are required 
to take a 
minimum of 
8 credits in 
Grade 9, 10 
& 11 and a 
minimum of 
6 credits (3 
each 
semester) in 
Grade 12



❑ Students’ official record of  all credits 

earned 

❑ Grades 9 and 10: only successfully 

completed courses are recorded 

❑ Grades 11 and 12: all course attempts 

and marks are recorded (unless course 

dropped by mark maintain date)

Ontario Student Transcript 



Advanced 

Placement at 

Holy Trinity

Grade 12 AP Courses:

English (ENG4UA)

French (FSF4UA)

History (CHY4MA)

Mathematics (MHF4UA & MCV4UA)*** 

Mathematics (MDM4UA)

Biology (SBI4UA)

Chemistry (SCH4UA)

Physics (SPH4UA)

• If you are thinking of dropping OR adding a course, you need to apply 

through Student Services. Please reach out to your Counsellor for next 

steps.

• If you no longer wish to be part of the Pre-AP program, please contact your 

Guidance Counsellor for next steps.

• Please pay attention to the pre-requisites on myBlueprint!

• ***Choosing MHF4UA? You must also choose and MCV4UA – required for 

programming & AP Calc AB



Pathways and Specialty Programs 
haltonpathways.ca 



Cooperative Education (Co-op)
❑ Available to Grade 11 and Grade 12 students

❑ Explore a career area to see if it’s something you truly enjoy

❑ Gain hands-on experience, possible employment opportunities, and work 

references for your résumé

❑ Counts as two elective credits in your timetable

❑ Includes approximately two weeks of in-class preparation

❑ After preparation, students attend the workplace for two periods each day

❑ Select Co-op in myBlueprint and complete the application form



Specialist High Skills Major (SHSM) 

❑ Students receive the SHSM seal on their 

diploma when they:

❑ Complete a bundle of 8-10 courses in their 

selected field (including Co-op)

❑ Earn industry-recognized certifications

(e.g., First Aid, CPR)

❑ Gain hands-on, workplace experience

through Co-operative Education placements

❑ Allows students to focus on a career pathway that matches their skills 

and interests while meeting all OSSD requirements

If you are currently in a SHSM program, please make sure that you are meeting all program 

requirements and are selecting the appropriate courses to fulfill SHSM requirement in your 

Grade 12 year!



Holy Trinity Offers Four (SHSM) 

Programs: 
1. Arts & Culture - Mr. Galante (Lead)

2. Business – Mr. Fimiani (Lead)

3. Mechatronics - Mr. Balech (Lead)

4. Construction - Mr. Hiland (Lead)

 If you are currently in a SHSM program, please make sure that 

you are meeting all program requirements and are selecting the 

appropriate courses to fulfill SHSM requirement in your Grade 12 

year.



Co-op & Ontario Youth Apprenticeship Program 

❑ Turn Co-op into Apprenticeship Training

❑ Explore apprenticeships through your Co-op placement

❑ All Co-op students are registered as apprentices and can accumulate 

hours toward apprenticeship certification

❑ Participate in monthly integration sessions back at school

❑ Helps students start apprenticeship programs while completing high 

school

OYAP lets you get a head start on your trade career by earning official   

apprenticeship hours while still in high school!







Dual Credit Programs

❑ Students earn high school credits (OSSD) and college credits at the 

same time

❑ Offered in partnership with Sheridan College and Mohawk College

❑ Helps students transition successfully from high school to college 

or apprenticeship programs



Post-

Secondary 

Pathways



Post Secondary Pathways

❑ Your Grade 11 and 12 course choices help determine your post-

secondary options.

❑ There are multiple pathways after high school – no one path is “better” 

than another. Your pathway can change over time, and that’s okay!

Post-Secondary Pathways:

University – academic and theory-based programs

College – hands-on, skills-focused programs

Apprenticeship – paid training in the skilled trades

Workplace – direct entry into the workforce



Apprenticeship
Apprenticesearch.com 

❑ Earn your Ontario Secondary School Diploma (OSSD) 

❑ Choose co-op to gain hands-on experience

❑ Explore opportunities through OYAP 

❑ Check Apprenticesearch.com for programs and openings

❑ Explore your options! See your Guidance Counsellor to 

discuss pathways that match your interests.



College 
www.ontariocolleges.ca 

❑ Ontario Secondary School Diploma (OSSD) 

❑ All Gr. 11 & 12 high school grades are sent to colleges. 

▪ Some programs will only use the grades of the required courses (e.g. English, 

Math, Science) 

▪ Specific courses and grades may be required. 

▪ Some programs are highly competitive. 

❑ Colleges also offer Bachelor Degrees which need 6 Grade 12 U or 

M courses



University 
www.ouac.on.ca 

❑ Ontario Secondary School Diploma (OSSD) 

❑ 6 Grade 12 U or M courses; one must be English. 

❑ Programs require ENG 4U plus 5 other U or M courses at the grade 12 

level 

❑ Some programs will have other pre-requisites like math and science 

❑ Some programs are grades + (e.g., portfolio, interview, essay) 

❑ https://www.ouinfo.ca/ for prerequisites and entrance requirements 

❑ Joint university/college programs available – apply via OUAC



University Admission Requirements 



Planning Your Courses
❑ Start with your post-secondary goal and plan backwards

❑ Check course requirements on E-Info and ontariocolleges.ca

❑ Requirements may vary by program:

❑ Engineering: Physics, Chemistry, Math

❑ Health Sciences: Biology, Chemistry, Math

❑ All programs require English

❑ Check each program’s website for details

❑ Use myBlueprint to verify prerequisites for your Grade 12 courses

❑ Make sure your selected courses align with your goals

❑ Consider your interests, strengths, and potential career paths

❑ Choose a balanced course load for flexibility and options

❑ Unsure? Book an appointment with your Guidance Counsellor



Summer School

▪ If you plan to take a course is Summer School.  Do NOT put in your 

selections now

▪ Instead select another course and use the “ADD COMMENT” feature 

to tell us your plan

▪ Registration for Summer School usually opens in April

▪ Information about Summer School can be found on the Thomas 

Merton Website https://merton.hcdsb.org/secondary-students/summer-school/

▪ Register for Summer School through:                                    

myBlueprint → Continuing Education

▪ 4 week coursed are offered:

-For repeating a failed course

-For earning a reach-ahead course

▪ You may enrol in in only one course

https://merton.hcdsb.org/secondary-students/summer-school/
https://merton.hcdsb.org/secondary-students/summer-school/
https://merton.hcdsb.org/secondary-students/summer-school/
https://merton.hcdsb.org/secondary-students/summer-school/
https://merton.hcdsb.org/secondary-students/summer-school/


myBlueprint 



Log in: myBlueprint.ca

myBlueprint Instructions Click Here

See HT Website under Course Selection for myBlueprint Instructions.

Course selection must be completed by February 27th, 2026

https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:US:190827ed-7fc9-4f74-b683-e0a3b34a8172
https://secondary.hcdsb.org/holytrinity/students/course-selection/


• Course selection is completed online using myBlueprint

• You must be able to log in to submit your course selections

• Forgot your password?

→ Click “Forgot Password” on the myBlueprint login page

• Trouble logging in or unsure of your email?

→ Speak to your Guidance Counsellor or contact myBlueprint 

support

• Courses can only be submitted once - review your choices 

carefully before submitting!

Enabled Feb 10th - Feb 27th





Am I On Track?

▪ Use the Graduation 
Indicator (top right) 
under your High School 
Planner on myBlueprint

Yes

▪ What other required 
courses do I need?

▪ What am I interested 
in?

▪ What destinations do I 
want to explore

No 

• What do I need to get 
back on track?



Selecting Courses in myBlueprint

▪ Use the prompts in myBlueprint to select your Grade 12 

compulsory courses

▪ Choose the appropriate level based on your Grade 11 results

▪ Make sure you choose TWO alternate courses

▪ If you are planning to take a REACH AHEAD course in Summer 

School – you may select another elective

▪ If you are planning on changing levels make sure you have the 

proper pre-requisites (read carefully!)

▪ If you do not have the proper pre-requisite, the course will be 

highlighted in RED – Choose the right course!



▪ If you are interested in taking an e-learning course during the school 

year, you must select these courses through MyBlueprint

▪ The 6th character of the course code will have an “E” and “Online” will 

be listed next to the course name for easy identification.

▪ Daily log on required (75 min / day) with computer access

▪ Asynchronous, self-directed learning monitored by a teacher

▪ All courses delivered through D2L platform 

▪ Some courses are offered outside of HCDSB 

▪ Not for everyone - students should carefully consider their learning style 

Online Courses



▪ An online course will appear as a scheduled class on your timetable

▪ Log on daily to course on D2L (for 75 minutes each day)

▪ Devices are not provided

▪ Choose the ONLINE version of the course in MyBlueprint:

Selecting Online Courses 



▪ You will also be asked to select 2 alternative courses: 

▪ These alternate course selections will be used in case 

one of your originally selected courses is not running or 

if there is a course conflict (i.e., 2 courses in the same 

period, unable to be moved). 

▪ Please choose these courses wisely! 

▪ The alternate will automatically be put in if either of the 

scenarios mentioned above happen.

Alternative Courses



How to Submit Course Selections







*Make sure to 

choose courses 

YOU want – not 

courses your 

friends want

*Be sure to select 

TWO alternates –

JUST IN CASE! 









Parent/Guardian Approval Process

❑ myBlueprint Help videos will be posted on the HT Student Services 

website and Guidance D2L

❑ Students select courses in myBlueprint

❑ Students click “Send Approval Email”

❑ Students enter a parent/guardian email address

❑ Parent/guardian approves or denies the course selections

❑ Once approved, students see a confirmation in their High School Plan

❑ Students can then submit their courses

https://myblueprint.ca/support/videos/course-selection/4DWTLIEMhGmo4wIqQasS6g


Next Steps



Your choices NOW determine the courses we run!

Thoughtfully

❑ Take time to think carefully about the most appropriate courses and pathways 

for you now

❑ Choose wisely - the courses we run, and the number of classes for each course, 

are determined by your choices now

❑ Changes are limited and often not possible (Example: moving from University math 

to Mixed or College Math - courses are not built with extra seats in them for when you change 

your mind). 

❑ Avoid disappointment later by making thoughtful decisions now

❑ We want you to have the courses you need! Once the timetable is built, there is 

very little flexibility.



Get Informed: Resources

Elective Course Fair 

• Thursday February 12th Period 3A & 3B in the 

Gymnasium

Student Services Website

• Visit the HT Student Services Website
https://sites.google.com/my.htoakville.ca/holytrinitystudentservices/home

Guidance D2L 

• Visit the Guidance D2L 

Your Counsellor

• Request an Appointment through the Student Services 

Google Form to discuss your plan

https://sites.google.com/my.htoakville.ca/holytrinitystudentservices/home
https://hcdsb.elearningontario.ca/d2l/home
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdPEasBC3nWSfRHjc21aTsshatheOR0WyAoqTjjEyO8aCkUPg/closedform


Next Steps
Research

• Use myBlueprint and the Student Services website 

Discuss

• Please discuss and review course selections carefully with your 

parents/guardians prior to submitting

Submit

• Submit your courses in myBlueprint by February 27th

Confirm

• When submitting your courses , you'll be prompted to enter a parents

email. They will then be asked to confirm your selections via email.



Important Dates

February 12th, 2026 – February 27th

• myBlueprint course selection are open and enabled for students to submit

February 12th, 2026 :

• Course Elective Fair in the Gymnasium (Period 3A & 3B)

February 27th, 2026:

• myBlueprint Course Selections are DUE through myBlueprint

After February 27th - Requests will be flagged as late

Students may not get equal consideration for course requests



Need A Guidance Appointment? Have a Plan!

❑ If you have questions about course selection, book an appointment with 

your Guidance Counsellor

❑ Appointments will be available after the Elective Course Fair on February 

12th

❑ Request an appointment using the online form on the Guidance D2L page 

or HT website

❑ Submit your course selections by the deadline, even if your appointment 

is scheduled later

❑ Come prepared with a plan and questions so we can support you 

effectively



Your Next Steps Checklist
❑ Research post-secondary programs using MyBlueprint, and program 

websites.

❑ Take your time and review your course selection carefully.

❑ Check myBlueprint for PowerPoints, Posters and Videos: 

https://www.myblueprint.ca/support/resources/course-selection

❑ Do not select a course you plan to take in summer school.

❑ Parent/Guardian Verification Email is required.

❑ Pay the $65 School Activity Fee through SchoolCashOnline 

❑ Course selection deadline: February 27th

❑ Make your choices wisely!

https://www.myblueprint.ca/support/resources/course-selection
https://www.myblueprint.ca/support/resources/course-selection
https://www.myblueprint.ca/support/resources/course-selection


Questions
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